
 

2023 Fellowship Theme Statement 
Closing the Learning Gap: (E)quality Education for all 

Education transforms lives. Access to quality education has the potential to be a great equalizer, 
providing a pathway to a better quality of life through increased job opportunities, improved 
socioeconomic status, and providing dignity, empowerment, and personal development. Sadly, in 
Hong Kong, the inequitable distribution of educational resources and accessibility of opportunities 
is undermining the role education can play in supporting underprivileged students to achieve 
upward social mobility.  

Almost everyone will have a formative memory from their school years, whether it was an inspiring 
teacher who helped build your confidence, a classmate who broadened your worldview, or a 
creative assignment that allowed you to discover an untapped talent. But the power of education 
goes beyond improving an individual’s long-term trajectory, it can level the playing field for 
disadvantaged communities and contribute to the sustainable development of societies and a 
workforce for the future, ultimately impacting generations to come. 

Although Hong Kong has impressive access rates to primary & secondary level education, equity in 
the quality of education is a persistent problem. There are glaring disparities in resources and 
opportunities between schools of different curriculums, and systems with schools in poorer 
neighborhoods often underfunded and unable to attract top teaching talent. In the past 20 years, 
the gap between rich and poor in accessing educational opportunities has only increased, in turn 
contributing to the wealth gap in Hong Kong, which is at its widest in four decades. 

This gap in quality education especially hurts underprivileged students, including those from 
low-income families, new arrivals, ethnic minorities, and many more. A pertinent example is 
that despite the official abolition of “designated schools”, de facto racial segregation in some 
public schools still remains. In addition, many ethnic minority students still face language barriers 



and limited resources to support them with learning Chinese as well as limited training and 
confidence among teachers to provide adequate support to students from different backgrounds. 
Ultimately the prejudice and discrimination that students from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds are often subjected to within the education system affects their chances of 
advancement and breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty. 

Even as the city begins to relax anti-epidemic measures, it is hard to ignore the impact that 
COVID-19 and years of intermittent remote learning have had on Hong Kong’s youngest 
generations. Although the unplanned shift to online learning affected students at all levels, the 
pandemic has clearly highlighted the disparity of opportunities in Hong Kong and widened the gap 
between children from different socioeconomic backgrounds, with almost two-thirds of 
underprivileged families stating their home environment does not support online learning, 
because of space, device, and internet connection issues. 

Compulsory free primary education and equal access to secondary and higher education is a basic 
human right that aims to develop fully-rounded individuals, lift people out of poverty, tackle 
socio-economic inequalities, and has been enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948), to which Hong Kong is a signatory. According to Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, education refers to “the development of the child’s personality, talents and mental 
and physical abilities to their fullest potential”. The role of education in developing sustainable 
societies is also recognized by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4: Ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities.  

●​ About 40% of all non-Chinese speaking students are still studying at schools with a 70% or 
more ethnic minority student base. 

●​ Due to language barriers ethnic minority students only understand about 70% of what is 
being taught in class. 

●​ There is a 4.5-year learning gap between students in grassroots schools and those in high 
socioeconomic status schools. 

●​ 90.3% of grassroots families face difficulties in affording supplementary learning resources 
and opportunities. 

●​ Students living under the poverty line are 3.7x less likely to be admitted to university than 
their wealthier peers. 

●​ People with tertiary education, on average earn HK$10,200 a month more than their peers 
who have completed secondary school only. 

The onset of the pandemic triggered a seismic shift in the education landscape as learning 
migrated online and teachers and students alike left Hong Kong schools in high numbers. Although 
the past few years have undoubtedly been challenging, they have also provided an unprecedented 
opportunity to reevaluate and reshape. With rapid changes impacting students, teachers, and 
parents, their physical and emotional well-being must be considered. 

By encouraging innovative use of education technology, creatively redesigning curriculum, and 
advocating for improvements in education policy, we could aspire to a Hong Kong that has truly 
equitable access to quality education for all. Together we can transform education to align with 



emerging skills and consider the city’s changing demographics, including low birth rates and an 
increase in the ethnic minority population, to better prepare students for the future workforce and 
make education more relevant, sustainable and resilient for the future at an individual, community 
and societal level. 

From 2018 to 2020, under our first meta-theme Lifting Barriers and Removing Stigmas, Resolve 
set out to promote equal opportunity for all groups by exploring the fundamental standards of 
behavior needed to shape an inclusive society for all, focusing on the topics of race, gender, and 
disabilities. 

Now we have embarked on our exploration of the foundations needed for building a better life. In 
2022, we started this exploration from the bottom up by reimagining our collective understanding 
of health and well-being for all. As the world slowly starts to open up and consider what 
post-pandemic life might look like, we find ourselves at an intersection of reckoning and 
possibility. This year we continue the exploration of our second meta-theme Dignity and Social 
Mobility for All by acknowledging the impact the pandemic has had on the learning of our 
youngest generation and the power that having equal access to quality educational opportunities 
has in propelling people forward in life, as well as its importance to the sustainable development 
of societies. 

We invite passionate community leaders and everyday heroes from different walks of life who are 
working towards improving access to and understanding of (e)quality education for all to apply for 
our 2023 Fellowship Program. Together we can take this opportunity to dream bigger and make a 
plan that serves all Hong Kongers for decades to come. 

2023 育才計劃主題 
有教無類：邁向平等的優質教育 

教育可以改寫命運。獲得優質的教育能令社會變得平等，為人們增加就業機會、改善社會經濟

地位、給予尊嚴、充權及促進個人發展，提升生活質素。可惜在香港，教育資源分配不公，機會

並非人人唾手可得，這正正削弱教育對貧困學生的幫助，減少他們向上流動的可能性。 

幾乎每個人在求學時期都有不少印象深刻的難忘回憶，有可能是一位啟發和協助你建立自信

的老師，或是一個幫助你拓闊視野的同學，甚或是一份驅使你發展潛能的功課。教育的力量，

遠超於幫助學生規劃長遠的未來，更能為邊緣社群創造公平的競爭環境，有助社會可持續發

展，為未來提供勞動力，影響延綿數代人。 

雖然香港所有適齡學童都能免費就讀中小學，但教育質素能否公平地觸及所有人則為人恆久

詬病。不同學校往往在資源和機會上存在差異，使課程和制度也因而有所不同，坐落較貧困社

區的學校資源常有分配不均的情況，以致無法吸引頂尖的教學人才。過去二十年間，貧富兩端

的學童在獲得教育機會方面的差距愈拉愈闊，加劇了香港的貧富懸殊—這個問題在過去四十

年日益嚴重。 
 



教育質素上的差距，尤其影響來自低收入家庭、新來港人士和少數族裔等邊緣社群的學童。其

中一個相關的例子就是：儘管政府已取消「指定學校」的標籤，但在一些公營學校，仍然存在種

族隔離的問題。許多少數族裔學生仍面對語言障礙的挑戰，而支援他們學習中文的資源卻十

分有限，教師亦欠缺足夠的培訓和信心去為來自不同背景的學童提供援助。歸根究底，教育系統中

對不同種族背景學生的偏見和差別待遇依然存在，影響他們進一步打破世代貧窮的機會。 
 
儘管香港漸漸放鬆新型冠狀病毒的防疫措施，然而，我們難以忽視因疫情和多年來斷斷續續

的遙距教學為香港下一代所帶來的影響。所有學生都在這段期間無一倖免，需要將學習場所

移師到網上。疫情亦清晰地反映了並非所有人都有同等機會，突顯出擁有不同社會經濟背景

學生的差距。近三分之二的邊緣社群家庭表示，他們的居住環境難以支援網上學習：包括學習

空間、設備和上網問題。 

強制和免費的小學教育，以及能平等接受中學和高等教育是基本人權，旨在為人提供全人發

展、擺脫貧困、解決社會經濟不公。香港亦有簽署包括有關條文的《世界人權宣言》（1948）。根
據《兒童權利公約》第29條，教育是指「最大程度地發展兒童的個性、才智和身心能力」。聯合國

第四個可持續發展目標亦提及：「確保提供具包容性和公平的優質教育，提倡終身學習的機

會」，這亦展現出教育對社會可持續發展的重要性。 

●​ 約四成的非華語學生，仍在擁有七成少數族裔學生的學校就讀。 
●​ 語言障礙令少數族裔學生只能理解約七成的課堂內容。 
●​ 基層學校學生與社會經濟地位較高的學校學生，存在四年半的學習差距。 
●​ 逾九成基層家庭難以負擔額外的學習資源和機會。 
●​ 生活在貧窮線下的學生，獲大學取錄的機會比較富裕的學生低 3.7 倍。 
●​ 受過高等教育的人士，平均每月收入比僅完成中學的人高出港幣10,200元。 

新冠疫情將學習轉移至網上，再加上大量教師和學生離開香港，為香港的教育面貌帶來地震

級別的改變。雖然過去幾年挑戰重重，但也提供了前所未有的機會，藉以重新評估和塑造我們

的教學模式。種種迅速的變化影響學生、教師和家長。因此，我們必須關注他們的身體和精神

健康。 

透過鼓勵應用嶄新的學習科技、重新制定具創意的課程，和改革教育政策，我們希望香港能提

供機會，讓人人都能獲得平等的優質教育。我們可以一起改變教育，配合社會需要的新技術，

適應香港變化中的人口結構，包括低出生率和少數族裔人口增加，裝備學生作好成爲未來社

會勞動力的準備，讓教育無論在個人、社區或社會層面，更能應對未來的發展、變得可持續和

更具韌性。 

在2018到2020年間，Resolve的首三個育才計劃的主題圍繞著「消除障礙，拒絕污名化」（Lifting 
Barriers and Removing Stigmas），嘗試發掘一個能為不同社群創造更共融的社會的所需標準，

聚焦種族、性別和殘疾議題。 

現在，我們已展開了探索建立更美好生活所需的基礎。在2022年，我們由下而上，以重新釐清

對健康和福祉的想像。隨著世界慢慢重新開放，社會在想像後新冠疫情生活的模樣之際，我們

發現自己正處於推測與機遇的十字路口。今年我們繼續探討「尊嚴與社會流動」框架底下的第

二個主題，回應新冠疫情為我們最年幼一代的學生所帶來的影響，以及獲得平等及優質教育

機會對推動社會流動，和其對社會可持續發展的重要性。 



我們邀請具熱誠的社區領袖和來自不同背景、在日常努力收窄教學差距、志在給予所有人平

等和優質教育的同行者，報名參加我們的 2023 年育才計劃。我們可以一起實現更遠大的夢想

，並制定能長遠服務香港人的計劃。 
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